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: Diſplay'd in 
THREE DIVERTING 


* HISTORIES 


Deſcribing the 
Levity of the Fair Sex. 


I Dorcixvus, King of the Lombards : or a new 
Way to people a Kingdom. 
II. The Hiſtory of No ART and MARIANA. 


III. Don Garcia, Count of Caſtille, and the 
Counteſs his Wife. 8 


To which is added, | 
Several Divert'ng Tarts and Merry Jorns, vis. 


*. On Miſs V-—e enjoy'd in | 8. The Fall of à certain 


ber Sleep. Lady at Court. 
| 2. The Microſcope. 9. The Court-Raptnre. 
| l 3. An Epigram on Marriage. 10. An Epitaph on a Tall 
4. The Lady's Queſtion. tive Old Maid. 
5. Miſs M--4's fine Breaſts, | 11, Nature's Inequality. 
6. Love after Enjoyment. In- 12, On 4 Lady ſbedding ber 
ſeribed to the P.. g Water at ſeeing the Trage- 
W---- and Miſs V—. dyef injur'd Innocence. 


7. To a certain Great Lady] 13, Love's Subtilty. 
near St. James's, * | 14. The Death of ADONIS. 
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TO THE 


Six Fair Matos at St. James's. 


2 GX 0 Many fine Pieces have been 
mp WV written of Ton, that Jou Cannot 
iN wonder at my addreſſing the following 
I JJ 


Collection to Jou ſince the ſeveral 


Parts of which it's Compoſed Ba- 


turall) fall under the Patronage of Ladies 


diſtinguiſhed in the Manner Jou are. 


They who ſcribble Politicks, addreſs to the 
Stateſman or the Patriot, the grave Writer 


to the Clergy ; and the Free-Thinkers never mant 


a Patron or a Friend among the Great. He 
then who chaſes Lowe and Intrigues for his 
Subject, turns his Eyes of Courſe to the 
Amorous Wife, the Wanton Widow, or the 


Fair MA1ds of honour. 


The Proſe part of our Miſcallany will 
amuſe Tour more Serious Hours mhen 


Me- 
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DEDICATION 


» 


Melancholy for want of 4 Conque/ Tr = im- 
patient at the Abſence of a Lover, as the 


Verſe mill excite Joa to the exerting Tour 


'Charms from the Reputation of th: Fair ones, 
whoſe Exploits are there celebrated in the Cam- 


pains of Cupid. 


Sach Ladizs, is the Entertainment Jou are 
to expe from our Performance; and, as it's 
a Ragou compoſed of ſuch Reliſbing Diſhes, 
we hop? it's Seaſoning will Suit Tour Palates. 


I a Nord fair Maidens, we Salute Jou 
in the Way of the World; which, from Jour 
Characters, we have Reaſon to believe is 
arreeabls to Your Taſte : een patronize it 
then frankly, and never, by an affected Mo- 
deſty, put cn 4 Frown to ſtifls a Laugh, to 
procure which, is the whole Aim of 


Fur Maips, 


ap 64 


Your moſt Obedient, 


F Humble Servant, 


DULCINUS, 
King of the Lombards: 
O R, 


A New Way to people a Kingdoni, 
A 


REAL HISTORY. 


FT] OMBARDY having been for 
7 WC N . 
many Years the Sear of War to- 
* IN wards the End of the 13th Cen- 
wo Wo tury, was at läſt ſo depopulated 
that it was almoſt a mere Deſart, 
Za inſomuch that when Dulcinus came 
| to the Crown he bent all his 
Thoughts upon re-peopling his Kingdom, 


To this End, he made an Edi& forbidding all 
his S.bjz&s continuing unmarried after the Age 
of fourt enon pain of Death; he likewiſe conttibu- 
ted out of his own Revennes towatds any ureguzl 


B Marriages 


(2) 
Marriages, and granted great Privileges to all 
Foreigners to invite them into his Territories; 
but, his Queen Margaret, ſurnamed the Hluptuous, 
perceiving that this new Way of repeopling L:m- 
bardy drain'd her Husbands Treaſury very much be- 
thought herſelf of a prore infallible Expedient that 
would not move ſo inconvenient to the Sovereign. 


It was this, ſhe adviſed Dulcinus to grant a 
general Permiſſion to all his Subjects to change 
Husbands and Wives as often as they ſhould think 
proper. This Advice was immediately approved, 
and as ſoon executed; and the King refining upon 
the Queen's Imagination not only publiſh'd the 
Edict of Divorce to which ſhe had adviſed him, 
but promiſed Refuge and Protection to all Stran- 
gers who would make uſe of that Privilege. 


This Declaration having been publiſh'd in all 
the Kingdoms of Europe, nothing was to be ſeen 
but Crowds of People of all Nations and Sexes 
who flock'd to ſettle in Lombardy in order to en- 
joy the Liberty of that Country. There was no 
longer Corn enough in the Kingdom to ſubſiſt the 
new Inhabitants, although it was one of the moſt 
fruitſul Countries in the World: And as it is a 
Maxim in Politicks with Sovereigns to give an 
Example of the Things they command, Dul- 
cinus and Margaret were the firſt to pur in practice 
the Liberty they allowed others. But as they 
were prudent and delicate, they were reſolved be- 
forchand to have ſome knowledge of the Perſons 


whom they ſhou'd chooſe. 


To the End, they would themſelves be Judges 
of the People who defir'd the Liberty ot being 
divorced ; Dulcinus examined the Men what Com- 


dlaints they had to prefer againſt their Wives, in 
| order 


C23 


order to know from them the Inclinations of the 
Woman whom he would ſubſtitute in Margaret's 
Place, and Margaret having the ſame Intereſt in 
the Examination of the Women would irquite 
into the Cauſes of their Diſcontent. 


Dulcinus was à little puzzled how to judge 
rightly of the Complaints of the Men, for he 
found by their own Accounts that they had all fo 
much reaſon that he began to ſuſpect their Sin- 
cerity ; he could not believe that there was ſo 
great a number of diſagreeable Wives as he was 
inform'd in his Inquiry; and finding his own 
Spouſe was yet more tractable than the others, 
although ſhe had abundance of Faults, he was 
affraid he ſhould be ſorced to ſtick to his firſt 
Marriage, however deſirous he was of proceed- 


ing to a ſecond. 


As for thoſe who were handſome, they were 
either Coquets, or haughty and ſcoraful ; and for the 
homely they were jealous ; the witty were imperious 
and cb/tinate; ard the ingenuous were dull and 
heavy ; In ſhort all of them had ſome Quality de- 
ſtructive of the Peace and Happineſs ot Society: 
He did not conſider that they who were propoſed 
to him were all guilty of ſome Imperfections, and 
that ſuch Husbands who had Wives that were 
not ſo did not deſire to be divorced from them. 


Margaret however was not ſo much perplex'd 
to find a ſuitable Partner for herſelf; and 
whether it were that ſhe was eaſier to be plaeſed, 
or that Dulcinus had ſuch common Qualifications 
that almoſt every other Man had more extraordi- 
nary Endowments, that Queen cou'd find in all 
the diſcontented Husbands ſuch Gifts as were 


ſufficient to make her caim the Priyilege ; bur 
B 2 : : 


uy % x 3 — 
—_— - > oo 5 2 


1 
wm * 
. 
. . ®,.-> 
% 


* 

» — — 
<A = — * 
- 


* . . _ » FO a co" 4 93 0 P 

PPP ESR 3s 12 - e "2 2 
v.42" SAW ang * oh hot. 7 * n * 5 2 
bs N * r TCET way, e 2 4 a 
QT - * = 2 * pag Fr > "4 4 1a 1 MENT. -#.. 2 
5 % 4 > - : 2 Ae g of — Y va} 5 a 
4 a : ? : "<b Ts. CE IEC 3 
6 — 


(4) 


the King would oblige her to ſtay till he was 
fix'd likewiſe : for though he cou'd have lik'd a 


new Wife better than his old one, he lik'd Mar- 


garet better than none. 5 


But to proceed, the firſt Wife that was brought 


before the Queen was a young brown Woman, 
full of Life ot an eaſy Gait, and-a ſprightly Coun- 
tenance, Her Dreſs was rich and well 'fancy'd, 
her Actions were agreeable and pleaſing, and it 
was eaſy to ſee that all her Deſign was to pleaſe. 
Paſſion, ſays Margaret to her as ſoon as ſhe ſaw 
her, there 1s no need to examine you to know the 
Cauſe of your Complaint. You want to have 
ſeveral Lovers, and your Husband won't allow 
you to have them; you are in the right to change 
him, Husbands of his Temper are very inconve- 
nient you and, ought to change till you can get 


one who will not conſtrain your Inclinations. 


Alas! Magam, anſwered the Brunette, my Spouſe 
does not conſtrain me; and if it were neceſſary 
to have reaſon to complain of a Husband in or- 
der to injoy the Priveledge of changing, I ſhould 
not have come into your Dominions. My Huf- 
band not only loves me, but is young and hand- 
ſumo, and he is never jealous, nor do I want for 
Jewells and fine Claatꝶs. | 


Then why the Deuce would you change him, 
cry'd Margaret interrupting her in a gteat Surprize? 
For the pleaſure of changing only, Madam, reply'd 


the Woman ſmiling ; do you reckon it no advan- 


rage to have the Power to break a Chain that 
was to have confid'd me all my Life ; and haye 
you neyer ſeen Perſons that have been uſed to live 


upon the moſt delicious Fare, glad to take 


ap for Variety with, a Bit of Beef? Without 
| Lying 
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Lying, reſum'd Margaret, our Sex are admiravle, 
and JI own that I did not think they could carry 
the Whim of changing ſo far. After this Reflexi- 
on the Queen of Lombards ordered that this Wo- 
man ſhould be put at the Head of the diſcontent- 
ed Wives, and that ſhe ſhould have her Choice of 
all the Husbands that were to be provided for. 


From this Examination ſhe went on to the ſe- 
cond : This was a fair, heavy, languiſhing Beau- 
ty, whoſe negligent Walk eaſily diſcover d her 
natural Slothfulneſs. What Complaints have you 
to make againſt your Husband, ſays Margaret ? 
Madam, replys the cold fair one; He loves me too 
well, he would be always careſſing me, and will 
never let me beat Reſt. O G dl] cry'd the 
Conlort of Dulcinus, let this Woman be immedi- 
ately taken away from the others, ſhe will give 


themill Examples ; you putting down the Name of 


her Spouſe in her Pocker-Book, ſhe thought he 
would be the propereſt Man to begin with. to 
eſtabliſh the new Law of Divorces, | 


| She had ſcarcely taken this Reſolution, but 
they preſented to her a third diſſatisfy'd Wife, 
whoſe paſſionate Phyſſognomy made her judge that 
her Complaint was quite diftcrent from that of the 
former ,You are jealous ſaid the Queen ro her, and 
would part from from your Husband becauſe he is 
a Rover. I wiſh to Heaven, Madam, reply 'd the 
Dame, that you had gueſs'd right, I ſhould not 
then be ſo unhappy as I am; there is nothing ſo 
commodious as a Roving Husband ; He is always 
dreſs d and pertumed; he goes out every Day; 
and the fear of your penetrating into his Atfaits 
obliges him to leave you intirely at your own Liberty 
to manage yours as you pleaſe. But alas! mine is 
not of that Humour, ks neyer goes our hut upo3 
bd Pal „ 5. 
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fome great Feſtivals, and judging of my Temper 
by his own, I never ſtir one Step without having 
his Company, - 


4 This Lady had Leave to change her Husband 
dhat very Inſtant; this Cauſe of Divorce being one 
1 bol the moſt juſtifiable that could be alledg'd ; after 
{im which Margaret continuing her Office, a Woman 
=! appear'd before her, whoſe Cauſe of Complaint was 
very new, and very whimſical. Her Husband 
| would oblige her to take a Gallant, and ſhe could 


| | not bring herſelf to conſent to it. The Reaſon I 
» I . 
| ſuppoſe is, ſays Margaret, becauſe you don't like 
5 [ the Lover which he propoſes to you. That is not 
itt, Madam, anſwer d the Woman, he leaves me at 
15 Liberty to chooſe whom I pleaſe ; for he, ſays the 
55 
| 


Women of Honour, are ſuch Dragons in a Houſe, 
= that provided I have not that Qualification, it is 
indifferent to him who deprives me thereof. And 
indeed, Madam, I own that it does make me a 


little haughty; Honour is a fine Jewel, and when 
a2 Woman can ſay that ſhe fears no-body, ſhe is 
- [ ſeldom overcome in domeſtick Diſputes, my Spouſe 
days then, that he will have me turn Coquet, and 
1 that Women are more tractable when they have 
ſome Meaſures to keep. But, Madam, I had ra- 


ther die then conſent to what he deſires; I love 
my Honour, I will do nothing contrary to its 
ſtricteſt Rules, and I would ſooner renounce Mar- 
riage then forego the Privilege of ſpeaking boldly, 
and without Fear, as a Woman of Honour ought. 
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The Queen thought this Woman ſo ridiculous, 
that ſhe made a Sign for them to take her out of 
| 


: her Sight, without vouchſafing to make her any 
'F 1 Anſwer. N 


She was in the Right not to ſpend much Time 


about her, for ſhe was follow'd by another, _ 


of x * "= 4 
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had ſo many Things to ſay that ſhe alone took up 
all the Remainer of the Time allotted for giving 
Audience. This was a French Woman, originally 
of Languedoc, bur ſo beautifull, and fo charming, 
that the Queen of the Lombards cou d not view her 
1 without Admiration. How is it poſſible, ſaid ſhe, 

p that any Husband ſhould be willing to change 
43 ſuch a Wife? 


9 The Stranger return d no Anſwer to this Que- 
ſtion; there were ſo many Articles comprehended 
under this Accuſation, that ſhe conjured Margaret 
to allow her to relate her whole Hiſtory. She was 
not made after ſuch a Manner as to be refuſed 
any thing ; wherefore that Princeſs granted what 
the defir'd, and the Unknown reſuming the Diſ- 
courſe in Talian, which ſhe ſpoke as well as her 
Mother-Tongue, ſhe began after this manner. 


4 $6... . 5 
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The HIST OR Ya 
NOGARET and MARIAN A. 


4 Do not well know, Madam, how I onght to 
begin my Story : I am not permitted to make 
: a Deſcription of a Hero and Heroine, which 
is the ordinary Prelude of Relations of this kind, 
becauſe you ſee how I am made, and you may view 
the Hero when you pleaſe, ſince he is in the next 
Room with King Dulcinus. Neither will I relate 
an uſeleſs Genealogy, ſince it muſt be indifferent 
to you to know who were my Predeceſſors, provi- 
ded you are acquainted with the Buſineſs in que- 
ſtion; in ſhort then, I am a Wife, and I complain 
of my Husband: You ſhall hear, if you pleaſe, the 
Cauſe of my Complaint, and judge if I have 

Reaſon. 
L 


| (8) 
I was born at Mantpellier, a City famous for the 
Beauties it has produced, and my Name is Mariana 


f | MNogaret: A Gentleman who liv'd in the Neigh- 


1 bourhood of Montpellier having ſome Buſineſs in 
lll that City, happen'd to ſee me, and thought me 
Wm agreeable cnough to tell me, that he lov'd me. 
A This declaration not being ſo terrible in our Coun- 
try as it is in ſome others, I own frankly, that 1 
= thought myſelf very much oblig d to him for having 
hh made it. . 
"NH « 
4 4 The beginning of our Intrigue was not of. long 
3 continuance, for my Lover was call'd to the Court 
I: i of Frauce for ſome Affairs of no great Importance 
to my Hiſtory, and King Philip, ſurnam'd the 
43 Fair, took ſuch a Fancy to him, that he detain d 
14 him about his Perſon. He inform'd me of his 
1 new Favour, and during ſome time I had Reaſon 
0 to believe that it would not make him forget me, 
„ tor he wrote to me frequently, and his Letters 
* ſeem'd pretty paſſionate; but the Court having # 
j 1 this Property that it eaſily puts all thoughts of the IF 
5 Country out of one's Head, NMgaret became inſen- by, 
ſſwly more negligent in writing to me, and at laft oY 


did not write to me at all. 
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Two whole Tears were elaps'd without my re- 15 
| ceiving any of his Letters; but about three Years 4 
ago, being ſent by the King his Maſter to Pope 1 
25 Boniface, who was then at Anagnia, he paſs'd thro' N 
1:38 Languedoc, and either by chance, or delign came to 
1 Montpellier. I own, without Vanity, that I had 
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1 then the Reputation of being the handſomeſt Wo- '$ 
1 man in our Province. I was not ſo lean as when * 
lt Abgaret had ſeen me on his firſt coming to Minit - 


Pellier, my. Neck and my Shape were improved, and 
Nogaret was grown the moſt accomplith'd Cavalier 
10 Fance. 

It 


* 


(9) . 

It was not therefore very difficult to rekindle 
our former Paſſion, I law nothing in Languedoc ſo 
perfe& as Nogaret, and he {wore to me, that he 
had ſeen nothing in France or fraly that was equal 
to me. The Inconſtancy he had ſhewn after his 
firſt being acquainted with me, made me in ſome 
meaſure doubt his Proteſtations at that time; I 
remember d very well that he had ſaid as much to 
me before his departure for Paris, and that he had 
forgotten me almoſt as ſoon as I was out of his 


Sight; but he made ſuch plauſible Excuſes for his 


Silence, and I had ſuch an earneſt deſire that what 
he ſaid ſhould be true, that I helpd to deceive 
myſelf, 


His Fortune and his Duty calling him to the. 
King, he made no long ſtay at Montpellier; but he 
gave me Reaſons to believe, that what he had left 


behind him then was grown more dear to him 


than it had been before. He wrote to me from 
every Place thro' which he paſs d; there was no 


Mode at the Court of France of which he did not 


immediately ſend me a Pattern, and Philip's Fa- 
vour rais d him to a Rank that he had no need to 
fear being refus'd if he asd me of my Parents: he 
made the Demand with ſo much Ardour, and ſo 
much Advantage on my ſide, that I was immedi- 
ately granted to him. 


I was conducted to Lyons, where Ngaret came 
to meet me; and our Marriage being celebrated in 
that City, my new Spouſe carry'd me to Court 
with an Equipage which had the Air of Triumph 
more than the Retinue of a private Man. The 
King receiv'd Nogaret with great demonſtrations 
of Joy; and the Queen loaded me with Preſents 
and Carefles; and it I had the Pleaſure to ſee No- 
garet eclipſe all the young Noblemen of his Age, 

| — C 
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0 60 
he likewiſe had the Pleaſure of hearing his Choic 
approved by all who beheld me. 5 


Three or four Months paſs'd on this manner, 
with ſo much Content on both ſides, that I cannot 
think of that bleſſed Time without ſighing for 
Grief that it laſted no longer. But, Madam, is 
what J am going to tell you to be believed? The 
firſt Tranſports of our Joy were hardly over, before 
the Names of Husband and Wife became inſup- 
portable to us. Nogaret grew every day in Credit 
and Eſteem; and I may affirm, that the Air of 
the Court did not diminiſn my Charms. It Nogaret 
had not been my Spouſe, I ſhould have ſtood in 
need of all my Virtue not to have loved him better 
than I ought ; and be has own'd, that had I not 
been his Wite he ſhould have died for Love of 
me; but the indiſpenſible Neceffity of loving each 
other gave us continual Temptations to hate each 
other. 5 5 


We could not ſit alone together without being 
tired of each other, and if by Chance Capriciout- 
neſs or Habit forced ſome Careſſes from us, they 
ſeem'd to ns Works of Super-erroeation ; and when- 
ever thoſe Endearments paſs'd between us, to 
which we were oblig'd in Duty, any one would 
have ſworn that it was only to acquit ourſelves of 
a Task enjoin'd us, as a Vaſſal does of a Day's 
Work for his Lord Paramount. | 


Not but that, at the bottom, We had ſuch an 
Eſteem for each other as nothing could deſtroy ; 
Nogaret always uſed me with abundance of Re- 
ſpect and Civility; and I ſhould have died a thou- 
ſand times rather than have been wanting in that 

which I ow'd him. But we look'd upon each 


other as good Friends, who being well aſſured E 
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each other's AﬀeRions, love one another with a 
profound Tranquility, undiſturb'd either with 
Tranſports or Uneaſineſs, | | 


This ſort of Kindneſs is indeed ſufficient to in- 
cite Husbands to provide thoſe Neceſſaries and 
Conveniencies for their Wives which are ſuitable 
to their Rank, and ſhelters the Men from a do- 
meſtick Storm; but it is not ſufficient to ſatisfy 
a young Heart which expected ſomething more 
paſſionate. Such a One is apt to wiſh that the 
Beginnings of Love were more laſting, and when 
that which · ought to be the Effect of that tender 
Paſſion is but the Effect of Policy, or Complai- 
ſance, Marriage becomes a heavy Burthen to thoſe 
who have any Delicacy in their Taſte, This Re- 
llection rendering us melancholly and nneaſy, Sara 
Columna, one of Nogaret's particular Friends, ſoon 
perceived this Alteration in us, This Gentleman 
has made himſelf famous all over Europe by his 
Diſreſpect to Pope Boniface; Nogaret had travell'd 
to Italy with him, and beſides the Familiarity that 
is generally contracted on ſuch Occaſions between 
Fellow-Travellers, Colume was a very agreeable 
Companion, and a Man of an admirable Judg- 
ment. 


Wherefore, he preſſed my Husband to tell him 
the Reaſon of his Chagrin, and alluring him that 
he ſhould for ever ſuſpe& his Friendſhip, if he re- 
fuſed to give him this Proof of his repoſing a Con- 
fidence in him, he forced from him a Coufeſſion 
of his being diſguſted with me. You diſguſted 
with Madam de Nogaret ! cry'd Columna, interrupt- 
wg him with Surprize; for Heaven's ſake tell me, 
do you know one Woman in the World who is 


more beautiful, or more worthy of your Love than 
the 1s ? 
| C 2 [ 
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I don't complain of her Beauty, ſaid my Hus- 


band coldly, I confeſs it is exquiſite, and another 


Man would allow it to be without Fault; But, 


my dear Friend, of what uſe are all her Charms 


to me? Of what Uſe, reſum'd Colomna? Pray to 
whom will you allow it to be uſeful, if it is not 


ſo to you? Do you make no Difterence between 
a Woman who is handſome, and one who is di{- 
agreeable? And if you ſhould confine the Uſe of 
Marriage to the Pleaſure of Sight alone, 1s it not 
more inviting to a Husband to find a young beau- 


teous Wife at home, when he retires thither fa- 


tigu'd with Buſineſs, than to be receiv'd there by 
an old diſagrecable Hag? 5 


Oh God! my Friend, reply'd Nogaret in a diſ- 

dainful Tone, a Wife is always handſome enough 
tor the little that a Husband minds her. When 
any One is a Man of Honour, he lives with a 
homely Woman, as he would with a Beauty ; be- 
ſides which he has the Advantage to love who- 


ever he thinks handſome elſewhere : whereas, 


when a Man has a Wife like mine, People will 
imagine he has loſt his Senſes when he pretends to 
be in love with another. e 


The Ladies ſend you back to your Wife, as to 
One whom you ought to think has the moſt 
Charms, and believing that a Man looks upon 
his Wife with the ſame Eyes as indifferent Per- 
ſons, you may call God and all his Saints to wit- 
neſs that you love a Woman, and yet will not be 
able to perſwade her to it. Ah! if I were ſuch 
a Woman's Husband, purſued he, naming the ug- 
lieſt Lady in the Court, with what Pleaſure ſhould 
T ſay to Madame de Nogaret that ſhe is the hand- 
ſomeſt Lady in the World? She would believe _ 
: a | | or 
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(13 
for ſhe would know it is true; ſhe would think 
herſelf obliged ro me for my Commendations, and 
perhaps would grant me ſome light Favours for 
beſtowing them upon. her; but it I ſhould make 
this Compliment to all the Ladies in the Court, 
they would think I rally'd, for they well know in 
their hearts that Madame de Nogaret is handſomer 


than themſelves. 


This Converſation paſs'd in a Room where we 
uſually din'd, and on one fide of it was a Grotto 
into which I went that day after Dinner to re- 
poſe myſelf, inſomuch that I overheard diſtinctly 


what they ſaid to each other. The beginning of 


the Diſcourſe did not at all ſurprize me; if avy 
one had ask'd me my real Seutiments, I ſhould 
have ſaid the very ſame as Nogaret did of me; 


but when I heard him wiſh to be Husband to the - 


Perſon he had named, I could nut avoid burſting 
into a loud Laughter, 


| Hereupon Colomna looked into the Grotto to ſee 


whence that Noiſe came, and perceiving me fitting 


upon a Couch with a Bock in my hand, and my 
Countenance as ſerene as if I was not at all con- 
cerned in what they had been ſaying; without 


Lying, cries be, laughing in his turn, this is a 


Houſe of Wonders, The Man who has the hand- 
fomeſt Wife in Fance is deſirous of having the ug- 
lieſt, to the end he may have the Pleaſure of 
making Lore to his own; and the Woman who 
the beſt in the World deſerves all her Husband's 
Love, receives the Aſſurances of his Diſlike with 
out burſting into a Laughter. 


In the name of Wonder, what ſort of Folks are 
you then, continues he, looking atrentively upon 
us? You, ſays he to Nogaiet, ſince you find your 

| Wite 
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Wife fo worthy of your Affection, why don't you 
love her? Come into this Grotto, and tell her 
your Reaſons. Alas! cry'd Nhgaret interrupting 


him with a diſdainful Smile, I have ſo much the 


Liberty to tell her what I pleaſe, that I have no 
Jonger any thing to ſay to her. And you receive 
this Confeſſion with a Laugh, Madam, replied Co- 
lonna, addrefling himſelf to me. 
I laugh, ſaid I, without being moved? Is not the 
thing merry enough to make me laugh ? 


Yes, doubtleſs, reſumed the Roman, I confeſs 


that your Spouſe's Sentiments deſerve to be laugh'd 


at by all indifferent Perſons; but, Madam, I did 


not imagine that you retained the Character with 
reſpect to him, Nevertheleſs, it is the beſt which 
I can aſſume, ſaid I coldly interrupting him; and 


| Heſides, to ſpeak the Truth, I am ſo much of No- 


_ garet's Opinion in this Caſe, that I ſhould believe 


it an Injuſtice in me to blame him. For Heaven's 


ſake, cries my Husband, taking Colonna by the 
Arm, let us go take the Air, you have ſo often 
mentioned the Words Husband and Wife, that you 
have given me the Spleen. 


Upon ſaying this, they both went out, and a 
little after my Mantua- maker having brought me 
a new Suit of Cloaths made after a particular 
Faſhion of my own Invention, I thought it be- 
came me ſo well, that I reſolved to go to the 
Queen's to ſhew myſelf. Accordingly I did ſo ; 
buc in my Way thither met her Majeſty in the 
Street, going to perform ſome Act of Devotion, 
wherein I was not diſpoſed to keep her Company, 
and not finding two or three Ladies at home 
whom I went to viſit, I reſolved to wait the 
Queen's Return in the Palace-Garden. I had pro- 
miled my Coach that Ercning to one of my 


Why ſhould not 
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(15) | 
Friends; wherefore I ſent it to her as ſoon 2s 1 
entered the Garden, and chuſing the moſt unfre- 


my own ſolitary Thoughts. 


But, Madam, admire the Capriciouſneſs of For- 
tune ; I was alone, there was none of my Retinue 
1 at the Garden-Gate, I was mask d, and at that 
bh time it was the Faſhion to wear very little Masks: 
9 By Chance my Husband and Colonna walked cloſe 
by the Place where I was, and Nigaret ſeeing a 
Woman of a pretty good Mien walking alone in 
the Garden, had a. Fancy to accoſt her. He had 
never ſeen the Cloaths I then wore, and he had 
| left me in another Dreſs when he left me; inſo- 
much that having no Suſpicion of the Truth, he 
99 began with a very gallant Encomium upon what 
"X he ſaw of my Perſon. 


FY This Accident ſeemed to me very ſingular, 
f where fore, reſolving to divert myſelf with him, I 
diſguiſed the Tone of my Voice as much as poſ- 
ſible, and counterfeiting the Speech of a Country 
Gentlewoman, who was entirely ignorant of all 
the Affairs at Court, I ſeconded the Error of No- 
garet ſo well, that it never entered into his head 
that I was: any other than I pretended to be. 
Whereupon, he was full of his Praiſes and Prote- 
ſtations; admiring ſometimes my Shape, and ſome- 


was the fineſt he had ever ſeen; then my Eyes, 
my Action, and what he could ſee of my Face, 
all charmed him. In vain did Colonna pull him 
by the Sleeve, to put an end to a Converſation 


not force him from me; and to cut ſhort, he left 
the Garden the moſt amorous of Mankind. 
. Co- 


quented Places, I amuſed myſelf with revolving 


1 times the Make ef my Neck. As for my Hair it 


the iſſue whereof he began to apprehend ; he could 


I heard him conjure him in Talian, which you ſee 


(16) 


Colonna perceiv d this Madneſs with Compaſſion; 


I ſpeak tolerably well, not to amuſe himſelf with 
a Mask, who perhaps was juſt the Reverſe of what 
ſhe ſeem'd; he ſaid farther, that Paris was full of 


uch ſort of People, who pretended to be Women 
of Virtue, and ignorant of what paſs'd, altho' they 
knew more than thoſe of whom they enquir'd, and 
added, that he would render himſelf the Laughing 
Stock of the whole Court, if it ſhould be diſco- 
-ver'd that he had ſpent ſo much time as he had 
in talking with that Unknown: But Nogare: ſtopt 
his Ears againſt all theſe Conſiderations. 


He would have ſworn, only upon my Appear- 


ance that I was as diſcteet as I in reality was, 


and perſiſting obſtinately in a Reſolution to con- 
duct me home, in order to know my Lodging, I 
had need of all the Influence which I began to 
have over him to prevail on him to allow me the 
Liberty to retire alone. I told him, that I had a 
jealous Husband who gave no admittance to Gen- 


tlemen like him; that I ſhould judge of the 


power I had over his Heart by the deference he 
paid to my Commands; that he ought to be ſatis- 
ty'd with believing me a grateful Woman; and 
that I ſhould know how to reward him another 
time for ſacrificing his Curioſity to me in this 
Point. 


He went away flatter'd with this hope, and I 
having found an Opportunity to tread upon Cy- 
lanna's Foor, made a Sign to him that I wanted 
to ſpeak with him. He follow'd me then to a 
Place a little diſtant, arid Nogaret being too fearful 
of diſpleaſing me to bear him Company, waited 
his return at the end of the Walk, very impatient 


to know what I had to fav to his Friend. * 
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ſaid I to him, when I thought my Spouſe wou'd 
not over hear us; I am Maidam de Nogaret. He 
was ready to give me a Cry at hearing my Name, 
but ſqueezing his Hand, hold your Tongue ſaid J, 
this Intrigue is diverting enough to be carry'd on 
farther ; get a Hackney-Coach to carry me home, 
and come here to me as ſoon as you can, We will 
laugh at our leiſure at what has jult happen d. 


Culonna on his return to meet Ngaret was ſo 
very deſirous of laughing, that *twas not without 
the greateſt Difficulty he cou'd overcome it; how- 
ever, he made a Shift to ſtifle it, and told my 
abus d Spouſe that I had enquir'd after his Lodg- 
ing, and what method I ſhould uſe to write to 
him. Then accompanying him to the King's 
Apartment, he ſlipt from him very dextrouſly, and 
taking the firſt Coach he met, came to take me 
up where he had left me, * 


This Roman was my Husband's intire Friend, 
and on any other Occaſion I ſhould not have pre- 
vailed on him to do any Treachery by NMgaret; 
but he would have thought he had render d him 
a conſiderable Service, it he had rekindled his 
Paſſion for me, and he look'd upon this Gallatitry 
as an innocent Expedient, Wherefore, as ſoon as 
as I was at home, I pull'd off the Cloaths which 
I then wore, enjoin'd my Maids not to let them be 
ſcen, or to tell any one that I had ever put them 
on, after which, dreſſing me in the ſame which 
Nogaret had ſeen me have the ſame Day, T con- 
ras with Colonna how to continue our Farce yet 
onger. 8 


1 was abſolutely inſenſible of my Husband's 
Slights, I did not expect to put an end to them by 
this Artifice, but I W the Intrigue divert ing, 

| and 
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and was reſolv'd to ſee the end of it: I had had 


no Hand in the venting it, but ſince Chance had 
been ſo ingenious, I was determin d to ſecond it. 


Colonna fortify d me in this Intention, and returning 


to meet Ngaret, ſaid as many things in my Com- 


mendation as he had to the contrary belore he 


knew me. 


Without lying, ſaid he to him, that Unknown 
whom we ſaw in the Palace-Garden was finely 
ſhap'd, I ſee nothing here to be compar'd with 
hes good Mien; and if what her Mask hides is as 

handſome as what ſhe let us ſee, ſhe is the moſt 

| accompliſh'd Beauty in the Univerſe. Upon this 
Declaration Nogaret embrac'd him, as it he had 
inform'd him of ſomewhat that would be very 
much to his Advantage, and conjuring him to aſſiſt 
him in the diſcovery of his IJacognita, confeſs d that 
he never before had been ſo much in Love as he 
was then. I confirm'd him in this Paſſion by two 
or three Interviews, wherein I own, I did my ut- 

moſt to make my own Advantage of this Miſtake 
of my deluded Husband, 5 


It was then Carnival- time, at which Seaſon the 


French go mask'd thro' all the Streets, and into 


every Aſſembly; and a Peace being concluded much 
about that time between the Ecclefraſtical State and 
King Philip, we had more Diverſions that Year 
than any other, MNogaret's manner of living with 
me did not permit us often to be of the ſame Party, 
we had each of us our Society apart; and when 
he was gone out with his Company, I dreſs'd my 
ſelf in ſuch Habits as made it ' impoſſible for him 
to diſcover me, and taking with me only ſuch La- 
dies as I could rely upon entirely, and whom I had. 
abſolutely charg'd never to name me, I porn 
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(19) | 
him from Ball to Ball, and from Aſſembly to Aſſem- 
bly to wound him anew. 


My Mask caus'd ſo great an alteration in my 
Voice, that Nogaret never imagin'd me any othe 
than the Unknown he had met with in the Palace 
Garden ; and under that Form I ſpoke not a Worc 
but he ſeem'd tranſported with ir. Accordingly 
he conjur'd me, by all he could think moſt moving, 
to give him an Opportunity of ſeeing him at my 
Houſe; but the jealous Husband, whom I had 
mention'd in our firſt Converſation, ſerv'd always 
as a Pretence to extricate me from that Propoſal ; 
and when abating of his Demands, he confin'd this 
Deſires only to ſuffering my Face to be ſeen, I ſaid 
that I was apprehenſive of Courtiers, that I would 
try him ſome time longer before I would diſcover 
myſelf to him, and that if he ſhould be obſtinately 
bent upon ſeeing my Face, or ſhould attempt to 
have me follow'd, I would change my Lodging 
the very next Day, and conceal myſelf ſo well for 
the future that he might conclude me loſt, 


The fear of this made him keep within the 
Bounds which I preſcrib'd him; but as a Recom- 
pence for his Submiſſion, I often ſent him Letters 
to a Place which we had agreed on, Colonna takin 
care to have them tranſcrib'd for me, and receiy' 
his Anſwers, I remember that one of theſe Letters 
gave Riſe to a very whimſical Adventure; Nogaret 
happen'd to loſe it, and what I had told him. of 
my pretended Husband making him apprehend its 
being found by ſome Perſon who migut know the 
Hand, he bethought himſelf of a pleaſant Strata- 
gem to avoid this Inconvenience. He cauſed ſe- 
veral to be written in different Characters, and. 
had them ſecretly convey*d into the Pockets of all 


the Gentlemen about the Court, who were famous 
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be impoſiible to repreſent to you, Madam, how 
much Trouble this Invention cauſed at Court. All 
theſe Letters were amorous, ſome tender, ſome 


complaining, ſcme were full of Jealouſy afid Rage, 


ſome were Acknowledgments for Favours, but there 
was ſcarce one of them without an Aſſignation 
inſomuch that one could hardly meet with any 


thing elſe in one's Walks but the Gallants who 


had the Bilet-deux going to the Places of Rendez- 


vous that had been appointed them, This caus'd 


Qarrels, and even ſome Divorces. All Intrigues 
were unravell'd to find whether ſuch a Note aid 
come from ſuch a Gentleman or Lady; and the 
Perſons who were the moſt expert at Writing were 
daily ſent for to decypher the Characters. | 


Io fay the Truth, if the Intrigue between 
Nogaret and me had been a real Affair, his pre- 
caution would not have been amiſs; for the 
Letter was found by one of theſe 1ndiſcreet 

oung Fellows, who ſeeing it fall out of No- 
aret's Pocket, and finding it mention'd Love, 
— it me; believing, as I imagine, he 
might reap ſome advantage by this Indiſcretion. 
I lavgh'd heartily when I ſaw this Billet, and 
the Action of the Perſon who preſented it to 


me: I thank'd him for this Service as if it 
had been cf the greateſt Importance, and run- 
ning to Nogaret's Chamber; here Sir, ſaid I, 


reſtoring him the Letter, and counterfeiting 
Jealouſy, have more care of your P:llet-denx 
which you receive, here 1s one fell out cf your 
Pocket 1n Company, and it does not become a 
Man of your Diſcretion to let Letters of this 
kind be ſhown up and down the Town, 


Nogaret 


for being Favourites with the Ladies. Twould 
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ogaret bluſh'd at the ſight of this Billet, 
but the Trick he had play'd farniſhing him 
with a pretence to excuſe himſelf; this, with- 
out doubt, reply'd he coldly, is one of thoſe 
Letters which ſome-body has taken a Pleafure 
in conveying into the Pockets of all the Gentry 
about the Court: Then opening it, as if he had 
never ſeen it, he read as follows. 


ES, my Hero, I believe I may be belov'd; IT am 
hand ſome enough to conceive that Opinion of 
myſelf, and don't want to be perſnaded of my own 
Charms. I am better acquainted with them than 
you are, but I queſtion whether any one can love 
what he has never ſeen. As for yourſelf, it is not 
at all extraordinary that I ſhould love you, I know 
who you are, and ſee you every day bare-fac'd; 
but bow can you tell but what my Mask hides would 
give you an Averſion to what you have already 
ſeen © Women are very great Cheats; and perbaps 
at the very time that you love me with ſo much 
Ardour without knowing me, I ſhould be the moſt 
indifferent Perſon in the World, if we were well 
acquainted, 
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Without ly ing, ſaid Nogaret, after having 
read this Letter, this is a very gallant Billet- 
deux, and whether it be an Invention, or whe- 
ther it be real, the Perſon who wrote it muſt | 
have an infinite deal of Wit. IthoughtIſhould - | 
have burſt with laughing at this Confeftion of 
Nogaret's; but not being yet tired with this in- | 
nocent Diverſion, I conſtrain'd myſelf, and ſaid. 
to him without any Emotion, what do you find 
fo extraordinary in this Letter? What do 1 find, 
cries my Husband with a Tone of Admirat ion? 

Ado All, 
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All, all, Madam, the Senſe, the Sum, the Expreſſi- 
on, the Delicacy of the Thoughts. 


Truly, reply'd I, with the ſame Coldneſs, I 
ſee but what is very common therein; 


1 don't value myſelf upon Writing well, and 
yet I would lay a Wager I would write as good 
a Letter at that when I pleas d. Upon my ſaying 
thus, Nogaret look'd upon me with a Diſdain 
that had almoſt put me ont of Patience; and 
lifting up his Eyes and Shoulders, as if he had 
pity'd my Vanity, he thought it ſo prepoſterous 
that. he would not vouchſafe to honour me with 
an Anſwer, He went out then without ſpeak- 
ing one Word, and went to find ont his dear 
Colonna, that he might inform him what had 


paſs'd. 
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T had frequently ſuch fort of Entertainments 
while the Carnival laſted; but finding it al- 
moſt at an end, and Nogaret preſſing me every 
Day to alleviate what he calld his Martyrdom, 
I reſolved to put the finiſhing Stroke to this 
Farce, by letting him fee my Face. According- 
ly appointed him a Rendezvous at a Country- 
Houſe, about a League from Paris, where I had 
obtain'd leave from my Husband to ſpend ſome 


Da Ys, 


He was ready to expire with Joy when he 
heard theſe Words; he ſqueez'd my Hand with 
ſuch a Tranſport as made him forget that he 
hurt me; and from the Night that I made this 


Atlignation with him, till the Day 


when he 


was to meet me, he injoy'd ſo little Reſt that I 
really pity'd him. He was uneaſy every where, 
and chang'd places every quarter of an Hour, I 


was inform'd likewiſe by his Servants, — 


0 


e 

did not ſleep, but at laſt this ſo much wiſh'd 
for Day arriv'd. Nogaret was not to be at the 
Rendezvous till after Sun- ſet; however, he came 
into my Chamber quite dreſs'd before the dawn 
of the Day. I pretended to be ſurpriz'd at this 

Expedition, and ask'd him what occaſion'd it? I 

have an Order to execute for the King, anſwer's 
| he, which obliges me to keep in readineſs all 
71 the Day to receive it. 
; 


This Lye made me laugh, wherefore reſolv- 
ing to make my Lyar uneꝶſie; will this Order, 
ſaid I, hinder you from going to Supper to 
Night at a Houſe whither I have promis'd to 
carry you? Yes, certainly, it will hinder me, 
reply'd Nogaret precipitately,for perhaps it may 
be Night before I ſhall execute it. How, cries. 
I.,, do you dreſs yourſelf before Day for an At- 
1 fair which ycu believe will not require your 
6 attendance till Night? You know, replies my 
Impoſtor, how punctual I am in every thing 
that concerns my Maſter, I had rather be ready 
twelve Hours too ſoon, than be waited for one 
| Moment. Ab, Sir, ſaid I, taking one of his 
Hands, bear me Company to- night I conjure 
you; I don't uſe often to make ſuch Requeſts to 
you, but I confeſs, I ſhall be in Deſpair if you 
refuſe me this | 


Nogaret had always retain'd a great deal of 
Reſpect for me; and when, under the Diſguiſe 
of his Incognita, I have been deſirous of know - 

ing his Sentiments with regard to his Wife, he 
uſed always to ſtop my Mouth, by telling me 
that it was a thing ſacred, and not to be men- 
tioned in our Intrigue: I have no longer any 
Paſſion for her, ſaid he to me ingenuouſſy, but 1 
eſteem her ſufficiently to dye, rather than ſuffer 
„ 2 VE LT 
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(24) 
any one to ſpeak ill of her, and I believe you 
would not care to ſpeak much in her Com- 


mendation. 


This Husband then who was ſo moderate, 
being oblig'd to refuſe me a Favour which I 
had intreated of him ſo earneſtly, colour'd over 
his Denial with the moſt plauſible Reaſons ©? 
which he could poſſibly invent; but I was not 
diſhearten'd : ſometimes I careſs'd him, ſome- 
times reproach'd him, and deſir'd this piece of | 
Complaiſance of him as the only one I would 
ever ask. Alas! I did not expect to obtain it; 
I knew as well as himſelf what oblig'd him to 
refuſe me, but I took a Pleaſure in making him ; 
a little uneaſie, to puniſh him for the Con- 
tempt which I found he had for me. { 


He ſet out then for his amorous Aſſignation, 
in ſpite of myComplaints andReproaches ; and 
that he might give no Intelligence what Road 
he intended to go, he would not take a Horſe 
out of his own Stable; but ordering a common A 

Hackney Jade to be brought him to a By-place, | 
he took the Road which led to the Houſe where 1 
I had appointed him without any Attendants. 
I got there ſome Hours before him; for beſides 
his being oblig'd to wait till Night before he ſet 
out, whereas I went thither immediately after 
— he met with a very unlucky Acci- 

ent. 8 


He was very ill mounted, and his Head was 
ſo full of the fine Thoughts of his approaching 
Happineſs, that he ſeldom minded where his 
Horſe ſet his Feet. It was at that time but the 
beginning of Lent; and it being late, as I ob- 
_ fzrv'd before, and very dark, he plunged into the 
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middle of a Slough, from whence he could not 
extricate himſelf but with the utmoſt diffi 


culty. 


If this Misfortune had happen'd to an @rdi- 
nary Lover it had not been ſurprizing; Love 
often takes a pleaſure in ſporting thus with 
the Impatience of his Votaries: But to fee it 
happen to a Husband, who was going to a 
Rendezvous with his Wife, and to know that the 
ſame Lady whom he was purſuing with fo 
much Ardour without knowing her, and whom 
he was going in queſt at the Hazard of ſeveral 
mortifying Adventures, was every Day at his 
3 diſpoſal in his own Houſe, that was the moſt 
"* diverting part of the Farce, and that was what 
one may ſay never happen'd before. 


Poor Nogaret ſeeing himſelf in a ſtinking 
Slough, where his Legs began to freeze; and be- 
ing mounted on a ſorry Jade, which minded 
neither Whip nor Spur, made a thouſand ſecret 
Vows to Love to exiricate him from that filthy 
Place. He would have flung himſelf into it, 
and endeavour'd to have ſav'd himſelf on Foot, 
but beſides, that this Mud was ſlimy and deep, 
he had no way to clean himſelf, becauſe he had 
no change of Cloaths. He ſpurr'd his Roſinante 
then, and ſwore, and murmur'd ; but he might 
have ſworn and murmur'd long enough to no 
e if the officiousColonna had not come to 

is Aſliſtance. 9 71 | 


This prudent Gentleman rightly judging that 
Nogaret and I could not come to an Explanation 
without ſome Sharpneſs, was coming to prevent 
by. his Preſence the Conſequences which this 
Sharpneſs might * Nogaret di ſcover'd 
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1 
him by the light of the Moon which was 
riſen, wherefore he called him to him, and Co- 
lonna riding up towards him; Ah! my dear 


Friend, ſaid he with a Voice which his Paſhon 


and the Cold made faulter exceſſively, deliver 
me fm hence, I conjure you; I am ready to 
die, J have been above two Hours in this 
damn'd Slough, | 


Colonna knowing him by his Voice, and ſee- 
ing him in ſuch a Condition for an- Adventure 
which he knew deſerved it fo little, thought 
the Accident ſo merry, that all the Anſwer he 
could make his Friend was falling into a vio- 
lent Fit of Laughter. How, ſaid Nogaret to 
him in a great Paſſion, is it thus that you aſſiſt 
me when I have occaſion for your Service? And 
what Service would you have me do you, an- 


ſwered Colonna ſtill laughing? I am neither a 
Cleanſer of the Road, nor a Pioneer, and it 


will require all the Tools either of the one or 
the other to draw you from the Place you are 
in. What Bufineſs had you in that Place? Who 
brought you thither? And why do you travel 
the Road alone without any Attendants, and 
mounted upon ſuch a Scrub as you ride upon ? 


We will anſwer all theſe Queſtiony Ssther 
time, ſavs Nogaret diſtracted with Shame and 
Anger, that 1s not the Buſineſs at preſent, only 
endeavour to deliver me from that helliſh Place 
I conjure you. Hereupon Colonna diſmounts, 
takes the poor Beaſt by the Bridle, calls to him. 
beats him; and in ſhort, with abundance of 
Pains manages ſo well that he draws him to a 
Plzce whence Nogaret could throw himſelf off. 


When 
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When he was got down, they walked together 
to a neighbouring Village, where my Husband 
got his Boots clean'd, whilſt Colonna ſent for 
another Horſe, ſor my Spouſe's Steed was dy- 


ing; and his Impatience not permitting him 
to wait the coming of the other that had been 
ſent for, he took his Friend's Horſe, and came 
full gallop to the Place where he had ſo long 
and fo ardently wiſh'd to be, 


I was in Bed when he arrived, for, finding 
the Hour of the Aſſignation paſt, and not da- 
ring to venture to return alone to Paris, I had 
reſolved to ſtay at that Houſe, being well aſ 
ſured I could juſtify my Abſence when Occaſion 
ſerved. Nogaret's Tranſport was ſo great to find 
himſelf alone in a Chamber with me, that he 
did not at firſt think of bringing the Light near 
my Bed. He fell on his Knees, and taking one 
of my Hands, kiſs'd it with fo — and 
Tranſport, that I was afraid it 'would over- 
power him. I confeſs that I envy'd him his 
Miſtake, and that I ſhould have thought my 
{elf highly obliged to Chance, had it done in 
my Favour what it had done in his. I ſhould 
not have been willing to have committed a 
Crime; but I could have wiſh'd that ſome In- 
chantment like that of my Husband had made 
me find the ſame Pleaſure in his Careſſes as he 
found in careiſing me. 


But when, after theſe firſt Moments of Ec- 
ſtacy and Tranſport, he came and opened my 
Curtains entirely, and found in this Incognita 
ſo tenderly beloved, the very ſame Wife who 
had been fo indifferent to him. O Gods! cry'd 
he in the utmoſt ſurprize, it is but my Wife; 

"TI alid 


(28) 

and retreating ſome Paces backwards, as if to 
4 be better ſatisfy'd of his Doubt, ſunk down 
1 upon a Chair ſo moved and aſtoniſh'd at this 
Adventure, that he ſeemed as if he had been 
motionleſs. No, ſaid I to him coldly, it is but 
ll your Wife; you fee how dangerous it is to 
[0 abandon one's ſelf to the Direction of one's 
{0 Heart; you would never have ſuſpected yours 


9 of the Miſtake it has committed, and Mariana 
li is become lo indifferent to you under the name 
* of Madame de Nogaret, that you cannot com- 
4 prehend how ſhe could charm you under another 
ml . 

i However, I am the very ſame mask'd Lady, 
Wt! 


who iuſpired you with ſuch a violent Paſſion 
when you ſaw her in the Palace-Gardens. This 
Shape, theſe Eyes, this Throat; in ſhort, this 
whole Perſon which was fo ardently deſired by 
you without being known, is the very ſame 
which you look upon with ſo much Scorn now 
you know it. I had rightly informed you, in 
the Letter which you loſt, that your Pajlion 
would ceaſe as ſoon as ever you ſhould ſee me. 


I don't know whether Nogaret, being over- 
whelmed by theſe Reproaches, could not ſup- 
port them any longer; or whether his Vexa- 
tion for having been deceived increaſed the 
Horror which he had expreſſed on ſeeing me, 
but he went out of the Chamber abruptly, and 
ordering his Horſe to be brought, returned 
back to Paris as much diſſatisfy'd with his 
amorous Ailignation, as he expected to have 
been otherwiſe. 


Colonna arrived a Moment after my Hus- 
band's Departure; whereupon I informed him 
what 


(29) F 


what had paſſed at our Interview, and was ap- 


prized by him of what had happened to Noga- 


ret on the Road. I could not forbear laughing 
when I repreſented him to myſelf plunging in 
the Slough ; but ſome: Returns of Tenderneſs 
ſucceeding the firſt Motion, I ſent Colonna after 
him, for fear ſome new Accident ſhould befal 


him. 


T had lcok'd upon this Intrigue as an Amuſe- 
ment, and was in hopes Nogaret would have 


done the ſame, but 1 was miſtaken in my O- 


; pinion, He was ſo much exaſperated at having 
been deceived, that he has never yet forgiven 
me the Deceit, In vain did Colonna repreſent 
to him that it was Chance which began it, and 
that if either of us ought to complain of the 
Conſequences thereof it was I and not he. To 
_ theſe Remonſtrances he anſwered, that I was a 
Diſſembler, and that a Woman who was ca- 
pable of diſguiſing herſelf after that manner, 
would alſo be capable of the moſt horrible In- 
ftidelities, if ſhe ſhould undertake them. 


Finding then that I could not appeaſe him, 
I propoſed to him to come hither, and enjoy 
the Privilege you grant to all diſlatisfy'd Hus- 


bands. The Advantages he enjoy'd in France 


made him at firſt receive this Propoſal with 
Reluctance; but Men who are troubled with 
Wives whom they don't love, think nothing 
too hard to be end from them, 


We have left our Country then, and here 
we are in your Court; but, Madam, admire the 
Fantaſticalneſs of my Stars; the Liberty that 
is allow'd me of parting with Nogaret, makes 


me think that Separation inſupportable. For 
Hea- 


* 
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Heaven's ſake, great Queen, purſued Maria na 
falling at Margaret's Feet, prevail on your 
Royal Conſort Dulcinus not to grant my Spoule 
the Permiſhon which I know he has deſired 
of him. As I imitated him in his Diſguſt, per- 
haps he will follow my Example in the return 
of my Affection. The neceſſity of loving each 
other gave Riſe to our Antipathy, the Liberty of 
hating each other ought to rekindle our Paiuon, 


Mariana was not miſtaken in ſpeaking after 
tla! minner; ſcarce had ſhe ended her Requeſt 
when Dulcinus came to ask Margaret in Noga- 
ret's name, the ſame as Mariana intreated Mar- 
garet to beg of Dulcinus in hers. 


This Husband and Wife returned to each 
other with as much Fondneſs as they did at 
their firſt meeting; and their Example being 
followed by abundance of others, they carry'd 
back with them into France ſeveral Husbands 
and Wives, who renounced the Privilege of 
being divorced, and publiſhed, that the Deſire 
of changing ceaſes entirely as ſoon as Perſons 
are permited ſo to do. 


To ſay the Truth, they all acted like Perſons 
of good Senſe to do as they did; for otherwiſe 
they would have been conſtrained to do by 
Force what they did voluntarily: for Pope (le- 
ment V. having been informed of what paſſed 
in Lombardy, and not thinking this new Law 
conformable to Chriſtianity, raiſed a pow. rful 
Army, and ſent it againſt Dulcinus under the 
Command of the Legate his Nephew, who con- 
quer'd him, obliged him th renounce his Error, 
and redeemed his Subjects from the Libertiniſm 


into which they began to plunge themſelves. 
Tle 
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The HISTORY of 
Don GARCIA Count of Caſtille, and the 
Counteſs his Wite. 


OVE is always a under whatever 

ſhape he is pleas'd to aſſume; Queens have 
been known to be charm'd by him under the Ap- 
pearance of their meaneſt Officers; he reigus in 
Eyes that have almoſt loſt rheir Luſtre, as well 
as in thoſe that but juſt begin to ſparkle ; ay, 
even the Equipage of a Pilgrim may prove one of | 
the Ornaments of his Triumph: The too caſy | 
Counteſs of Caſtile is a 1 Examp le ot what 4 


1 ſay. 


This Lady was deſcended of the illuſtrious |} 
Family de Vermandces, ſhe was beautiful, and Wife |: 
to a Count whoſe Dominiors have ſince compos d 
a powerful Kingdom. Her Court was numerous, | 
and the Caſtilians have always ben reckon'd tie molt | 
gallant of any in Hain; but the Counteſs's Heart 
|: was fortify d againſt the Charms of Gallantry, and 
jk the Splendour of her Husband's Court was leſs 
7 worthy of her Deſires than tlie ſeeming Humility 
$ of a Pilgrim of. St. Jas. 


A 
2 


1 This Hero of the new ſort was travelling thro? 
Caſtile in order to go to Compoſtela; and as the 
Counteſs was of French Exttaction, he was wil- 
ling to take advantage of the Civility ſhe ſhew'd 
to all her Countrymen. Accordingiy, he got him- 
ſelf preſented. to her by a Frenchman who was Di- 
rector of the Hoſpital of - Bruges, and his good 
Mien no: being obſcu: d by the Indiffcrerce of his 


W the Countcls thought him handſome enough” 
to 


FELL nE 
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to delay the Accompliſhment of his Pilgrimage for 
ſome Weeks. 


5 Wherefore ſhe conjur'd him to repoſe himſelf a few 


days at the Court of Caſtile ; and judging thit nis 
Pilgrim's Equipage was not fit to attract Men's 
Eyes, ſhe tound a Pretence to furniſh him with 
ane that ſhould be more ſumptuous. There was 
not a French Family to which he ſaid he was re- 
lated, to which the Counteſs was not ally'd like- 


wiſe ; and concealing the Indigence of a Pilgrim 


under the Mark of a voluntary Poverty, he was 
incroduced to the Court under the Name of Hugo 
of Anjou, deſcended from the Courts of Guyenne, 
Couſin to the Counteſs of Caſeile, going to St. 
Jago de Compoſtella out an Exceſs of Devotion. 


Theſe Titles were the moſt illuſtrious which he 
cou'd have aflum'd in that Country ; Don Garcia 
lov'd his Wife tenderly, and the Caſeillians are great 
Bigots in matters of Religion: behold then the 
falſe Hugo of Anjou lodg d in the Count's Palace, 
eſteem d by all the Court for the profound Humi- 
lity which they aſcrib'd to him: As this Change 
of the Scene cou'd not prove otherwiſe than ad- 
vantagious to him, tis to be ſuppos'd that he was 
no leſs agreeable in the Counteſs's Eyes under the 
Figure of a French Nobleman then under that of a 
Pilgrim. She made him relate to her all the Ad- 
ventures of his Journey ; neither would ſhe ſuffer 
him to omit the leaſt Circumſtance : and as Pil- 
grims ſeldom meet with good Lodgings, the In- 
hamanity of the Servants at the Inns drew Tears 
of Compaſſion from the tender-hearted Counteſs, 


The Pilgrim beginning to perceive the fa vonra- 
ble diſpoſitions which Pity created in the Counteſs's 
Heart was willing to do all that lay in his power 


= | 
to improve them; wherefore he grew ſo aſſiduous 
about her, that this Aſſiduity would have been 
ſuſpicious in any one but a Couſin, he had always 
ſome agreeable Story to teil at the leaſt of her 
Commands, and intermixing his Diſcourſes with 
deep Sighs which were eaſily to be diſtinguiſh'd 
from the Effects of Devotion, he inſpired the Coun- 
teſs with ſo much Curioſity to know his Hiſtory 

that he was at laſt oblig'd to ſatisfy her after this 


manner. 


rhe HIS TOR Vof the PILGRIM. 


Will not tell You, Madam, that I am deſcend- 

ed from a Family which has counted ſeveral 
Kings of France amongſt its Anceſtors ; that ri- 
diculous Proverb, Travellers have leave to lye, 
renders all Strangers ſo much ſuſpeaed of Ro- 
mancing and Vanity, that a Man gives the World 
a betrer Opinion of his Quality by concealing it, 
than by taking pains to publiſh it. 


Here the Counteſs interrupted Hugo, and pre- 
tending to know him better than he knew himſelf 
tram'd for him ſuch an illuſtrious Genealogy that 
ſhe ſav'd him the Trouble of inventing on. 


Since then, Madam, you are fo well acquainted 
with my Extraction, purſued the Pilgrim, I ſhall 
no longer ſpeak but of what concerns my Heart. 
I am not amiable enough to have been belov'd ; 
it I had been favour'd by the fair Sex, I would 
have dy d before I would hare let it been ſuſpect- 
cd but as I have always been ill uſed, I may con- 
fels without Indiſcretion that I had a Engagement 
with one of the handſomeſt and greateſt Ladies of 

our 
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dur Court. Her Cruelty, rather than my natural 


Inconſtancy, diſengaged me from her; and ſince 
that, Madam but he added, as if by way of 
Keflexion, can I have the Courage to confeſs my 
Weakneſs? Yes (continued he, recollecting him- 
ſelf,” you are good, and I have already /experi- 
enced your Goodnels :) I had form'd to myſelf an 
Idea ot a Beauty which ador'd in my Soul, and 
which I cou'd not meet with any one. 


This agreeable Chimera took up my Thoughts 
for whole Days ; I was uneaſy, and made Verſes 
as if Thad been really in Love, and repreſcnting 
to myſelf a pair of fine blue Eyes, a ſweet Mouth, 
Auburn, Hair, an exquiſite Shape, and an inchant- 
ing Smile, I gave up my whole Heart to this ado- 
rable Picture without knowing which way I ſhould 
go to find the Original. As this Paſſion was 
ſomewhat bordering upon Madneſs, I was 
aſham'd of being capable thereof, and my Inter- 


vals of Reaſon tormenting me with Remorſe, as 


my Intervals of Folly did with Deſire, I grew ſo 
melancholy that I was not to be known. 


One of my particular Friends, a Man of Learn- 
ing and Penetration, was the firſt who perceiv'd 
this change, he ask'd the reaſon, and our Friend- 
ſhip not allowing me to conceal it, I confeſs'd my 
Madneſs. He hath more Indulgerce for me tahn 
Lexpected, and judging by what I had told him 
the Remonſtrance would be to no purpoſe, he en- 
deavour'd to comfort me another way. As he 
was an excellent Aſtrologer, he caſt my Nativity, 
and at laſt inform'd me, that nothing but a Pil- 
grimage to Compoſtela would reſtore me to that 
Peace of Mind which J had loſt. 


The 
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The artful Pilgrim durſt not explain himſelf far- 

ther the firſt time, but he found the ſecret to make 
himſelf underſtood on other Occaſions. The 
Picture he had drawn of his Chimerical Miſtreſs 
reſembled the Counteſs perfectly, he loſt no op- 
portunity of making her obſerve this Reſemblance, 
and the Stars were very helpful to him iu making her 
approve it. She could have ſworn that her Adren- 
ture had been written in the Heavens from the 
Creation of the World; how then durſt ſhe pre- 
tend to reſiil ſuch a well eſtabliſh'd Predeſtination? 


To make ſhort, Hugo languifh'd but one Month 
in the Agonies of a Declaration, this being once 
over the Counteſs and he began to uſe a great Li- 
berty in their Converſations. Bur is it poſſible 
{aid ſhe to him one Day, that all the Incidents 
which you have related of Your Life ſhould be 
true? Is it poſſible you ſhould doubt it reply'd he, 
rfter what you have ſeen? Am not IJ Hugo of Au- 
jou Was not I going to Compoſtela when I ſaw 
you? And did not I fall in love with youtram that 
Moment? And, if I may believe your obliging 
Looks, are you inſenſible of the Paſſion you have in- 
ſpired? -Belie: e me, Madam, this Sympathy is the 
Effect of the Stars. 7 


Won'c a Lye, reſum'd the Counteſs with a Sigh 2 
the Deſtinys have taken a very round about way 
to accompliſh their purpoſe, and they might very 
well have omitted making me Wife to the Sovereign 
of Caſtille, ſince I was born to be Miſtreſs to a 
Pilgrim. 1 


They often diſcourſed upon that head, the pre- 
tended Relation of Hugo of Anjou gave them an 
intire liberty; but this did not ſatisfy our Pilgrim, 
he con inually dreaged an Explanation that would 
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| prove fatal either to his Love or his Life ; and nor 
being able to ſtay at Burgos with this Apprehen- 


ſion, he ventured to adviſe the Counteſs to run 
away. He did not find her very averſe to this 


| Requeſt. When a Woman has once given her 


Heart ſhe does not much ſcruple to grant every 
thing elſe; but the difficulty was to find a 
plauſible Pretence for going off, A Pilgrimage 
came at firſt into their Thoughts, it had 
prov'd ſo favourable to Hugo's deſigns, that they 
expected 1t would be as advantagious to the 
Counteſs, but Don Garcia was fo untractable 
upon that head, that they deſpair'd of convert- 
ing him. He would always have his Wife with 
Him, it avail'd her nothing to pretend Fore- 
ÞHodings and Revelations, he was deaf to that 


fort of Inſpiration, and if he had not fallen 
ſick, as if on purpoſe, he would never have 


conſented to the Ramble which the Counteſs 


'was projecting. But the danger wherein he 
was furniſhing her with pretence of a Vow for 
his Recovery and the Approbation of ſome 
good Souls wherewith that Climate abounds 
fortifying her in her Reſolution, ſhe promiſed 
in preſence of her Spouſe's Officers to go on 


Foot to St. Jago de Compoſiell;, it Heaven would 


reſtore him to Health. 


Accordingly he did recover to the great Sa- 


tisfaction of our Lovers; and the Counteſs pre- 
tending to fear a Relapſe, if ſhe did not make 


haſte to fulfil her Vow, prepar'd to accompany 
her Couſin in the purſuit of his Journey. This 
Exceſs of Zeal was infinitely diſpleaſing to 
Don Garcia; he would rather have choſen a 


fecond! Illneſs than his Wife's Departure but 
the Bigots of Burgos combated his Obſtinacy 
with ſo much fervour, that at laſt they over- 
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came it. Behold then our Counteſs transform'd 
into a Pilgrim, and on the Road to Compoſtela 


with her Couſin Hugo, heh 


A ſlender Equipage being eſſential to the pre- 
tended Vow, the Counteſs would not be attend- 
ed with any more then an old Duegna, who was 
very ſuſceptible of Compaſlion for human 
Weakneſs, and aFrenchman who was for various 
Uſes, he ſerving ſometimes as Squire to the Lady 
Pilgrim, and ſometimes as Cook to the. Inn- 
keepers upon the Road. Such extraordinary 
Pilgrims muſt neceſſarily have ſomething very 
uncommon in their Conduct; accordingly they 
made but very ſhort Journeies, and took Care 
to have the beſt that every Inn afforded, in 
ſhort every thing in their Behaviour was fſin- 
gular. As our Lovers did not deſign to keep 
long on the Road to Compo/ella, the Counteſs 
had provided herſelf with every thing neceffary 
for a longer Journey; ſhe had both Money aud 
Jewells, and the Frenchman who attended them 
being well choſen, they bent their Steps back» 
wards and by the Care of the faithful Eſquire, 


were quickly furniſh'd with all the Convenien- 


cies neceſſary to carry them to Bayonne. 


There they repoſed themſelves ſome Days, 
and the Counteſs not thinking it proper to re- 
tain her own Name of Iſabella de Vermandas, 
aſſum'd that of Madame Valirie, wWherewith 
ſhe ſtroll'd through ſeveral Cities and Towns, 
till at laſt ſhe arrived at the famous 
City of Paris, being the fitteſt place to conceal 
her Adventures, and likewife the Place where 
her Adonis was born. This honeſt Cavalier's 
Family did not prove ſo illuſtrious in Frame 
as he had repreſented it at P:7go, for he who 
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was hardly a Gentleman, and in miferable Cir- 


cumſtances, but his perſonal Merit made a- 
mends for his want of Nobility. EE 


In the mean while the good Don Garcia, 
who had not conſented to his Wife's Pilgrimage 
but with the utmoſt Reluctance, waited her re- 
turn with the greateſt Impatience, and being at 
laſt tired out with expecting her too long, re- 
folv'd to go in Perſon to be inform'd of hs De- 
ſtiny. He ſet out then from Bn7gos with only 
two or three of his deareſt Courtiers, as he 
thought he had but three or four Days to 
travel before he ſhould meet the Counteſs, he 
had ſettled his Affairs but for that ſhort time. 
But he travell'd farther then he had propos'd to 
himſelf, and might have gone quite as far as 
Compoſtela without hearing any News of thoſe 
he was in queſt of, if ſome curious People 
had not ſhorten'd their Journey. His Attend- 
ants being weary of long riding to no purpoſe, 
and perhaps ſuſpecting the Truth, hethought 
themſelves of ſatisfying themſelves in their 
doubts. Wherefore they ſent to inquire on the 

Road to France, inſtead of continuing their 
Search on the way to Gal cia, and they found 
it no difficulty to be inform'd of the Truth. 
The Counteſs was remarkable, and all the De- 
ſcript ious that were made of Madame Valerie 
agreed with the Counteſs of Caſfile. Tidings 
of this kind are in themſelves diſagreeable io 
that the Courtiers who hadfollowed Don Garcia 
were willing to ſhift off upon each other the 
Honour of making him this Compliment ; but 
at laſt, an old Officer who was more familiar 
with him than the reſt reſolved to venture 
upon giving him this Information, 


To 
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To this End he ſtaid one Night in his Ma- 
ſter's Chamber till all his other Attendants 
were gone, and after jntroducing his j.iſcourſe 


with a Lecture upon Patience, conjur'd Don 


Garcia not to go any farther, tell ing him that 


it was not upon the Road to Compo ſtella that he 


muſt look for his Wife. Tis eaſy to imagine 


how much that Count was ſurprisd at the News; 


he had indeed ſome Suſpicions of his pretended 
Couſin; but he never thought that the Coun- 
teſs would carry her Infidelity ſo far as to diſ- 
honour him ſo publickly. Wherefore he exa- 
mines the old Officer, and the more he 
queſtions him the better he finds him inform'd, 
then he ſends others to make farther Inq iries, 
which ſerv'd only to confirm what he had been 
already told, for as the Lovers uſed no Con- 
ſtraint upon their Journey, he was inform'd 
of ſome Particulars which left him no room t 

doubt what Title he bore, 


This Title diſpleaſed him to the laſt degree, 
for he had always look'd upon it as the moli in- 
tolerable in the World , wherefore one vowing 
Revenge he purſued them to Paris, and after 
having ſpent ſome time in Search after the 
Fugitives was at laſt ſo fortunate as to ſurprize 
them in Bed together, whereupon being exal- 
perated to the higheſt degree, he diſpatch'd them 
both at one blow. 


Miſs V.. e enjoy d in Her Sleep. 


T ON G of ſoft Words the Power I try'd 


To bend my Calia's ſtubborn Will, 
Awake ſhe{till my Suit deny'd, 
| a-fleep did every Wiſh fulfil : 
O charming Slumber, that could prove 
More kind than all the Power of Love! 


With Gold I ſtrove to tempt her Eyes, 


With Love and Muſick touch her Ear; 


W But the would every Bribe deſpiſe, 


Nor weu'd my warm Addreſſes hear. 
Had ſhe not ſlept, 1 {till in vain 
Had waking urg'd my love-fick Pain. 


But then my Paſſion I expreſs'd, 
In timerous Whiſpers as ſhe lay; 
And gently touch'd her ſwelling Breaſt, 
And liſtned what her Heart did ſay : 
Kind Heart, that made no rude Alarms 
'To rob me of my Calia's Charms! 


With eager Joy the Fort I won, 
A glowing Bluth her Cheeks o'erſpread, 
But ſhe diſſembling, ſtill ſlept on, 
And ſeem'd inſenſible and dead: 
Thus Calia, thou at once didſt prove 
Juſt to thy Honour and my Love. 


The 
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2 Virgins in the Prime of Life, 


Who each had rather been a Wife 


Sally and Fenny were their Names, 
Like Siſters own'd their equal Fiames: 
And talking in a merry Mood, * 
Of what ſome hold Man's chiefeſt Good. 
That, judg'd the largeſt, this the leaſt, 
To ſuit with her Affair the beſt; | 
But uninform'd by Hands or Eyes 

Of the true ſtandard manly Size; 

Now that the Reader will ſurprize. 

For Lechery and Learning ſake, 

A Tryal they reſolv'd to make, 

That might give Fancy truer Scope, 
And ſome Ideas what to hope. 


Their Brother they had often heard, 


Though guiltleſs both of Wit and. Beard; - 
Was thought a Lad of parlous Parts, 


In what moſt takes with Female Hearts; 77 


Yet ſtill they doubted at thoſe Years, 

If he was rightly in his Geer? 
His Sepling might in time prove Timber, 
But now they fear'd it much too limber. 
And wiſh'd a Project to contrive 


To make Fifteen ſeem Twenty-five 


To raiſe and round young Doodle's Figure, 


Big as the biggeſt, what though bigger ? 


An Inſtrument was on, the Table, 
Pray don't imagine this all Fable; 
With which their Sire was wont to pore 
On Flies and Maggots by the Hour: 
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r . one of thoſe ſhrewd Elves, 

= Who- ſtudy-all things but themſclyes, 

ee wile tha te could yy 

F- Bo the, Motes in Lusds radiant Eye, 
And yet ſo dull, he could not find 

: Which way his Daughters were inelin d. 

| * The Girls more prudent would reduce 

F- Philoſophy to common Uſe. | 

Their Scheme was pleaſant, and was new, 

And thus the 1 a their Game puriue : % 


2 The Booby- Boy lay faſt aſleep, 

Afi de his Bed they ſlily creep, 
And gently lifting down the Sheet, 
Their Eyes a bold Pyiapus meet, 
Erect and firm as hone Truth, £1 FE, 

In all the comely Force of Youth, 

*.”- Sally directs the Optic-frame 

In 4 right Line before that ſame; 

And each by Turns jndulg'd her Sight 
With the gay Scene it brought to Light. 
The Tube plumps up the nervous Feature, 
And adds twelve Inches to its Stature. 
Happy, quoth Sally, were the Bride 

With ſuch a N y hey ide. 


But prithee Jenny; let me ſhe: ! 317 
Th* Effect this Charm would have on thee, 
With that ſhe ſlily bolts the Door. 
And ſpreads the Wanton on the Floor,” 
Naked the. little Gipſy lyes, - 
Her Legs extended and her Thigh 
The nice Surveyor moy'd the G aſs 
In curious ſearch from Place to Place, 
Firſt view'd the ſpacious Lawn above, 

The Wall above the moſſy Grove. 
At laſt ſhe fix'd her Give Sight 
On the ſweet Fountain of Delight; 


When 
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To fill that Gap, and end One, 
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An Epigram on Mat 1. 


N Marriag e are two Things allow * 
1 A Wife i in e 7-6 and in a Shroud, 


How can a Marriage- 
When the laſt Day S as happy as the * 


cri 


The Lady s Obefliow. 


X Lady lately that was fully ſped 

Of all the Pleaſures of the Marriage-Bed, 
Ask'd a Phyſician, whether were more fit 
For Venus Sport the Morning or the Night? 
The good old Man made Anſwer, as 'twas meet, 
The Morn more wholeſome, but the Night more 


ſweet, | 
Nay then, faith, quoth 88 we have leiſure, | 


We'll to't each Morn for Health, each N gu for 
Pleaſure, 


That ( burſt with Lauge) = 8 
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U pen Mift M--v's fine Breafts 


T. EI each vain giddy-brain'd poetic F 
Talk of Parnaſſus, — its double 1 op, * 

And by his fanciful deſcribing it, 

Think to procure the vain name of a Wit: 

| 8 there my Muſe and Theme ſhall 

e, | Kii“ | 

Thy Breaſts, thoſe Twins of Hills, ſhall be to me 
Parngſſus, ſince he whoſe Head on them : 


Can lay, can ne'er want Wit on ſuch a Theme, 
Or pleaſant amorous poetick Dream, 
Then once my Head upon them let me lay, 
They higher Thoughts into it will convey, 
They'll fire with. Love at once my Breaſt and 
Brain; l 
Till my fierce Love the name of Rage may gain; 
Their Touch inſpires Love, Love with Vanity; 
So wou'd they prove beſt Aids of Poetry; 
When touch'd with my own Hand, they give 
me Love, | 1 
And me to Rage, when touch'd by others oak; 
So my beſt Aids to Love and Satyr prove. 
Since all who ſee them they muſt needs inſpire 
Both with the Lover's Flame and Poet's Fire; 
They needs muſt give us Wit that give us Love, 
Which Fancy, Senſe, Invention does improve; 
Since Love nger made a Lover (that we know} 
But the fame time made a Poet too: 
Yet to write hetter on thy Breaſts my Theme, 
In Verſe, not only let me handle them- 
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Love after ExJjorMENT. 


Inſcribed to the P—— . and 
| Mit /—— 


M E N needy grown, wiſh for Fortune paſt, 


Which, it obtain'd, they think wou'd ab- 


ways laſt, 
The Lover mourns, when Slvia proves unkind ; 
And Seamen fear, when threatned by the Wind. 
The married Man forgets his once 2 Bed, 
And bluſhing Maids think Men forgets to Wed, 
He that's grown Rich {lil} {wears and ole 
more, 


And Quality in priyate wou'd be Whore. 


Give to the Spend. thrife back his loſt Eſtate, 
And he forgets thoſe wants he knew of late; 
His poſting Years in Riot's ſhou'd be ſpent, 
Grow poor to ſoon, and then too late-repent. 
Should Sylvia Smile, her Lover ſtreight is cloy d; 
Begins to hate, becauſe ſhe's half enjoy'd : 
8 her Charms, and damns his tormer wiſh; 
And flies*cauſe tis an eaſie purchas'd Bliſs. 
Should Winds on Seamen always fairly blow, 


Reliev'd from hazards they wou'd Atheiſts grow. | 


*« Continued pleaſure taſtleſs comforts bears; 

* Toy is not Joy, if 'tis not mix'd with fears. 

Reſtore the Husband to his Freedom loſt, 

He uo affects what once he hated moſt. 
Wearied with change of Lovers, at laſt he's Nic, 

Longs to be that which once he did deſpiſe; 8 

And Luſt no ſooner falls then Virtue 5 its riſe. 

Give to the Maid her wiſh, a married Life; 

That got, ſhe grieves the cares attend a Wile : 


Hates 
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Hates what ſhe has, and wiſhes Time recall d, 
And often weeps to ſec occaſion bal'd. 


If be that's Rich ſhould ſtill encreaſe his Wealth, 


Yer double that, when ſick it buys not health: 


The more that grows, his pains with it encreaſe; 
His Cares grow greater, and his Pleaſure leſs, 


To nodding Virtue wiſh'd enjoyment give, 
And Tears take place where Joy began to live: 
She ſeells that Bliſs ſhe ne're can know again, 
A pain in Pleaſure, and a Joy in pain. 

Thus till we live, and long to be undone ; + 
Reſtleſs in eaſe, to toils and cares we run. 


| Strange Nature prompts to every thing forbid, 


Shows flowry Banks, in which are Serpents hid. 
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To a certain Lady near 
St. JAMES'S, 


Our Eyes are Quirers of Love's killing Darts, 
1 to ſhoor through Lovers Eyes into their 
rr . | 
Tho' Like an Amazon, yourſelf you prove, 
Both by your back and Breaſt a Foe to Love; 
Which are at once your honours Guard and Proof, 
Since by them you make Lovers to keep off; 


' You, as your Eyes are Lovers Darts, ſeem his Bow; 


Who, like it bowing Execution do. | 


© Your crockedneſs then is your praiſe not ſhame, 
Since that your Back and Breaſt ſecures your 


Fame, 


That to your Belly there's no coming nigh, 


Becauſe your crooked Back does lie ſo high, c 
Whichas your Back's more low, more high does lie; 


Tout 
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Your then all Breaſt all Shoulders and: al Head 125 7.5 19 


To be Loves Term or Limit may be ſaid, 

By which our Love proceeding are ferbiddes * A 
You, becauſe ſaddled, never will be Ridden; 
Since Nature on your Face ſuch Art beſtow 6 

She leſs has to your other Parts allow'd ona 
Limners in little ſo, ſhow ſo much Art, 

Upon the Face they lame each other Part! 

Thy curious Limner, Nature thus, (we find,) 
The Beauties of the Face did ſo much mind, 9 
Her care of one made t other worſe deſign” d. | 
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The K al of 2 a certain is Lady at 
Com. 


EE how the Gia, Ear D 
To take the Impreſſion —— ſhe lay, 

See how the Mould as loth to leave, 
So ſweet a Burthen, fill dorh _— 
Cloſe to the Nywmph's ſtrain'd Garment here; 
The coming Spring would firſt appear, 
And all this Place with Roſes ſtrow, | 
If Buſie Feet would let them grow; +7 OD 


Here Venus ſmil'd, to ſee blind Chance "AC 8 
It ſelf, before her Son advance, | 9 
And a fair Image to preſent, 178 
Of what the Boy ſo long had meant: 
T was ſuch a Chance as this made 07 
The World into this Order; fal! 


Thus the firſt Lovers on the clay, 

Ot which they were compoſed lay; 

So in their Prime with equal Grace, 

Met the firſt: Patrons of-our Race: 

Then bluſh not Fair, nor on him Frown, 
Or wonder how you both come down ; 
But touch him, and he'll tumble ſtraight, 
How could he then ſupport your Weight. 
51 „„ a K + 
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Hates what ſhe has, and wiſhes Time recall d, 

And often weeps to ſec occaſion bal'd. 

If he that's Rich ſhould till encreaſe his Wealth; 
Yr double that, when ſick it buys nor health: 


The more that grows, his pains with it encreaſe; 


His Cares grow greater, and his Pleaſure leſs, 
To nodding Virtue wiſh'd enjoyment give, 
And Tears take place where Joy began to live 
She ſeells that Bliſs ſhe ne're can know again, 
A pain in Pleaſure, and a Joy in pain. 

Thus ſtill we live, and long to be undone; - 
Reſtleſs in eaſe, to toils and cares we run. 
Strange! Nature. prompts to every thing forbid, 
Shows flowry Banks, in which are Serpents hid. 
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To a certain | Lady near 
St. JaMES's. 


Hearts 
Tho' Like an Amazon, yourſelf you prove, 
Both by your back and Breaſt a Foe to Love; 
Which are at once your honours Guard and Proof, 
Since by them you make Lovers to keep off; 


| You, as your Eyes are Lovers Darts, ſeem his Bow; ; 


Who, like it bowing Execution do. 

© Your crockedneſs then is your praiſe not ſhame, 

Since that your Back and Breaſt ſecures your 

1 Fame, 

| Becauſe your crooked Back does lie ſo high, 

| That to your Belly there's no coming nigh, 
Which as your Back's more low,more high does 555 a 
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Our KE es are Quivers of Love's killing Darts, 
ro ſhoot through Lovers Eyes into their 
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Your then all Breaſt all Shoulders and all Head pot Ty 8 
To be Loves Term or Limit may be ſaid, 
By which our Love proceeding are fo bidden 7 OY 
Lou, becauſe ſaddled, never will be Ridden; 

Since Nature on your Face ſuch Art beſtow d 


of 
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She leſs has to your other Parts allow d 
Limners in little ſo, ſhow ſo much Art, 
Upon the Face they lame each other Part! 
Thy curious Limner, Nature thus, (we find,) 
The Beauties of the Face did ſo much mind, 

Her care of one made t'other worſe deſign” d. D 
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The F. al Ui 10 certain in Laly at 
Court. 


EE how the nmz Earth gare W_—_ | 
To take the Impreſſion —— ſhe lay, | 
Ste how the Mould as loth to leave, . | 
So ſweet a Burthen, ſtill doch cleave © © ON | 
Cloſe to the Nywph's ſtrain d Garment here; | 
The coming Spring would firſt appear, | 
And all this Place with Roſes ſtrow, ST. 
If Buſie Feet would let them grow: | 
Here Venus ſmil'd, to ſee blind Chance CA BB 
It ſelf, before her Son advance, - ll 
And a fair Image to preſent, _ 

Of what the Boy ſo long had meant: 
Twas ſuch a Chance as this made all, - 
The World into this Order fall: | 

Thus the firſt Lovers.on the clay, 

Ot which they were compoſed lay; 

So in their Prime with equal Grace, 

Met the firſt: Patrons of our Race: 

Then bluſh not Fair, nor on him Frown, 
Or wonder how you both come down; 
But touch him, and he'll tumble ſtraight, 
How could he ther ſupport your Weight. 
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Mo could the Youth, alas, but bend. 


When his whole Heaven upon him lean'd > 


It ought by him a miſs were done, 
*T 'was that he let you riſe fo ſoon, 


\ 


The Court Rapture. 
8 Strephou panting in Coſmelia's Arms, 
die, bright Nymph amidſt your Charmss ! 
Chear up, dear Youth, reply'd the Maid, 
Diſſolved in Amorous Pain, 
All Men muſt die (brigh Boy you know) 
E er they can Riſe again. 


An Erx1TAPH on 4 Talli- 
ide Old Maid. 


Eneath this ſilent Stone is laid, 
| A noiſy antiquated Maid, 

Who from her Cradle talk'd till Death, 
and neer before was out of Breath, 
Waoether ſhe's gone we cannot tell; 

for if ſhe talks nor ſhe's in Hell. 
If ſhe's in Heaven, ſhe's there unbleſt ; 
Becauſe ſhe hates a Place of reſt. ' 
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Natures Inequality. 


AX T Atureschief gift unequally are carv'd; 

She Surfeits ſome while many more are ſtarv'd; 

Her Bread, her Wine, her Gold, is 

Now made private Store 1 

Nothing that's good we have among us common, 
But all enjoy the Common Ill, a Woman. 


— 
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On a Lady who ſhed her Water 
at ſeeing the Tragedy of Caro. 


Hilſt maudlin Wings deplore their Cato's Fate, 
Still wich dry Eyes the Story Cælia ſat ; 

But tho her Pride forbids ber Eyes to flow, 

The guſhing Water found a vent below. | 

Tho' ſecret yet with copious Streams ſhe mourns, 

Like twenty River-gods with all their Urns 
Let others ſcrew an Hypocritich Face, 

She ſhews her grief in a ſincerer Place, 

Here Nature reigns, and Paſſion void of Art; 

For this Road leads directly to the Heart. 


— 
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Ete flat on her Back? but unactive at * 
1 Poor Poly lies under grim Death; 


IJ hto' the Courſe of her Vices ſhe gallop'd ſo faſt, 


No Wonder ſhe'S now cnt of Breath. 
To the Goal of her Pieaſures ſhe drove very hard 
But was trip'd up or half way ſhe ran; 
And tho” every one fancied her Life was a Yard, 
Let it proved to be leſs than a Span. 


— * 
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Loves Subtilty, 


Y Pifa's Walls does Old Alphens flow 

To Sea, and thence to's Arethuſa goe, 
With Waters bearing Preſents as they move, 
Leaves Flowers, and Olive- Branches to his Love: 


. 
; 


And of the ſacred Duſt the Heroes raiſe,, 

When at Olimpic Games they ſtrive for Bays ; 
He ſinks and dives with Art beneath the Seas, 
And to Sicilia does her Streams convey, 


But ſtill will he his Purity retain, ; 
Nor is his Courſe obſtructed by the Main. 
was Love, whoſe ſubtil Tricks will ne'er be done, 


That taught the Am'rous River thus to run. 


The 
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Whom they with/Chains, {ſecurely bound, 


n) 2 
T he Death of Adonis. | 


Hen VEN US her ADONIS hd 
Juſt ſlain and weltring on the Ground, 
Wirh Hair diſorder'd gaſtly look, | 
And Cheeks-their Roles had forſook ; 9 
She bade the Cupids fetch with . | 
The Bar that did this horrid Deed: 
They to revenge Adonis Blood, 
As quick as Birds ſearch'd all the Wood, 
And ſtraight the murd'rous Creature found, 


And whilſt his Net one ocr him flung, 
To drag the Captive Boar along; 
Another followed with his — 
Puſhing to make them faſter go 

Who moſt unwillingly obey 4 

For he of VENUS was afraid. 


No ſooner ſhe the Boar eſpy'd, 
But, Oh! Thou cruel Beaſt, the cry'd, 
That had'ſt the Heart to wound this T high, 


How couldſt thou Kill fo ſweet a Boy? 


Great Goddefs (ſaid the Rar, and ſtood 
Trembling) I ſwear by all that's good, 
By thy fair ſelf, by him I've flain, _ 
Theſe perty Hunters, and this Chain; 
I did no harm this Yourh intend, * 
Much leſs had thought to kill your Feiend: 
I gaz'd and with my Paſſion ſtrove, 
For with his Charms I fell in Love : 
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© Ae OP To naked Thigh « of his 
deer Hear T ran to kiss? 
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FP Twas then I gave the beedleſ Blow; 
es Tucks with umoRt Rigour draw, 
Este break; or tear them from my Jaw; 
Tis juſt I ſhould thoſe Teech remove, 

' Teeth that can have no Senſe of Love, 
Or this Reveoge; if yet too ſmall, 
Cnt off the kiſſing Lips and all. 1 


Pity did o er her Rage prevail, 

She bade them ſtraight his Chains anty, 
And fer the Boar at Liberty; , , _- 
Who ne er to Wood return d ain, A: 

But follow'd Venus in her Train, 
And when by chance to Fire. he came, 
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fatal Cauſe of all my Woe! AN 


When Jenus heard this humble Tale, 2 | 


His Am' rcus Tusks W * the 1 var 
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